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Dates of papers received and examined 
for the week. | 


BENGALI. 


|. Monthly. 

‘“ Bharat Shramajivi”’ 

|“ Rgjshahye Sambad” 
“Gramvartta Prakashika”’ 

‘ “Arya Pratib 4” 


“ Suhrid” ies 

Bi-monthly. 
* (4ln& Prakash” we 
“ Hindu Laland” 


“ Sahayogt” “Weekly 


“ Banga Hitaishi”’ 

‘ Bharat Mihir” | 

‘“ Bharat Sanskarak”’ 

‘ Bengal Advertiser” 

“ Bishwa Dit” 

“ Bardwan Prachaériké”’ 

‘“ Bardwan Sanjivani”’ 
‘Dacca Prakash” was 
‘Education Gazette”... 
“Gramvartta Prakashika”’ 
“ Hindu Hitaishini”’ ae 
“ Hindu Ranjika”’ ma 
‘“ Murshidabéd Pratinidhi”’ 
 Pratikar”’ Ae 
‘“Rangpore Dik Prakash” 
“ Sadharani”’ 

*‘ Sahachara”’ 

* Sambad Bhaskar’”’ 

“ Sulabha Samachar”’ 
“Soma Prakash” 


Bi-weekly. 
‘ Banga Mitra” 
Daily. 


“Sambad Prabhakar’ _... 
“Sambad Pirnachandrodaya” 
‘Samachar Chandrika” ss 
‘“ Banga Vidy& Prakaéshiké”’ 

“ Arya Mihir” an a 


ENGLISH AND BENGALI. 
Weekly. 
“ Hewrah Hitakari” _.... 
‘* Murshidab4d Patriké”’ ... 
“ Barisal Vartabaha”’.... 


 -Ewetisoh anp Urpv. 
66 Urdu Guide’’ 
Urpv. 
Bi-monthly. 
“ Akhbar-ul-Akhiar”’ 
te 
eekly. 
‘‘ Behar Bandhu”’ 4 
“ Bharat Mitra ” 


oe PERSIAN. 
Jam-Jahén-numa” 


“Sees. 


Barahanagar 
R&jshahye 
Comercolly 
Bhavénipore 
Calcutta 


Caélnaé oe 

Nawabgang, Barrack- | 
pore. ., 

Bhavanipore, Calcutta 


Bhavanipore, Calcutta 
Mymensingh o% 
Harinabhi . a 
Ditto 

Taliganj, Calcutta 


Hooghly 
Comercolly 
Dacca oe 
Beauleah, Rajshahye... 
Berhampore os 
Ditto 
Kakinia, Rangpore 
Chinsurah 
Calcutta 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Bhavan{pore 


Calcutta 


Calcutta 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Bethar, Howrah 
Berhampore 
Barisal 


Calcutta 


Mazufferpore 


Bankipore, Patna 
Calcutta . 


Ditto 


22nd August 1878. 
23rd _—ss ditto. 


28th 
27th 


25th 
23rd 
28th 


21st 

28rd 
23rd 
22nd 
25th 
26th 


24th 
26th 


23rd to 29th August 1878. 

23rd to 28th and 30th August 1878. 
23rd to 29th August 1878. 

23rd and 24th = ditto. 


23rd August 1878. 


24th ditto. 


2lst and 28th August 1878. 


23rd August 1878. 


— 


August 28th, 1878. 


Som Praxasnu, 


August 26th, 1878. 


POLITICAL. 


1. The Biswa Duta fears, that many will attribute the desire of 
England to enter into friendly relations with 


—— ee On 1. 6 mee or les Russian bear, but there 


* 


is no need for the English to make any advances to the Amir. [get the 
Government here be but administered liberally, the distinction of colo; set 
aside, and equal rights secured to its subjects, and India will be an imptegna. 
ble fort, Russia and Cabul may, then, together hammer away at its gates fo, 
20 years without avail. It seems there will bea delay in the despatch of the 
mission owing to the death of Abdullah Jan, the Amir’s son. We entregt 
Lord Lytton meanwhile to consider well whether it is right or not to des. 
patch the Embassy. | 

2. The Som Prakdsha, commenting on the Anglo-Turkish Conventiop 
says, that Russia has, ever since the Crimean 
war, been an enemy of England. She seeks 
India, and England stands in her way. Now, if, after thus thwarting Russia 
and exciting her anger, the Ministry had, as was urged by Mr. Gladstone 
and others, believed in her honesty of purpose and pursued a policy of 
neutrality, there can be no doubt that, in the end, the English would have 
been involved in inextricable difficulties. The Anglo-Turkish Convention js 
aproof that they have been alive to what was needed. This is owing to the 
profound statesmanship of Lord Beaconsfield, who has retrieved the error 


The Anglo-Turkish Convention. 


- he at first committed. The Editor thanks Lord Lytton and the Pres 


Brarat Mrurre, 
August 22nd, 1878. 


Brarat MInIR. 


Commissioner, Mr. Lethbridge, for having placed the papers on this subject 
at the disposal of the Native Editors. It is very necessary that such official 
information should be supplied to native newspapers. For want of it, the 
best intentioned acts of Government are misconstrued. 


@ 


Pusiic ADMINISTRATION. 


3. The Bharat Mihir, referring to the rumour that a Circular has 
The High Court Circulars. been issued by the High Court requiring either 
photographs or descriptions of the persons of 
witnesses to be supplied by the parties summoning them, observes that the 
High Court shows the same activity in the issue of its circulars that the 
Legislative Council does in the passing of its Acts. The object of this new 
requisition on the part of the Court may be a laudable one, but it puts the 
suitors to a trouble and expense of which the court has no conception. No 
one who has once had recourse to law, can, after that, recover prosperity ot 
comfort, except he is wealthy or a zamindar, for all he gets is a paper decree. 
In fact, the condition of this class of suitors is worse than that of the poor. 
Not long ago a circular was issued relative to summonses and notices to | 
witnesses, which increased the expense to which suitors were put. Hitherto 
one fee has sufficed for any number of witnesses residing in the same 
perganah ; now an extra fee is demanded where there are more than four 
witnesses to be summoned. And it is the same with notices; and, now 1 
add to the hard fate of suitors, this new circular has been issued. 

4. The Bhdérat Mihir observes, that owing to a defect in his educa- 
tion and natural character, Sir Ashley Hdeo 
is opposed to the spread of independence. 
This tendency has betrayed itself in every thing he has done from the time 
he assumed the reins of government in Bengal. The change recently 
introduced by him into the Kducation Department is but a fresh illustration 
of this. Whocan doubt the desirableness of giving educational officers 
independent responsibility, and holding them answerable for the advancement 


_ Sir Ashley Eden’s policy. 


(8 ) 


or otherwise of education, instead of making them mere machines in the 


ds of Magistrates and Commissioners ? We have been hearing from our 
shildhood that the Government was training us to self-government; intend- 
ing to make the country over to us as soon as we had learnt to administer it. 
To instruct us with this view has been the main design of the Government. 
Up to what time we continued to believe that this was what the Government 
sought to do, and when it was that this belief was destroyed within us, we 
need not say. What we do say, however, is this, that, although Sir George 
Campbell was a revolutionist, he had true greatness of nature. He put aside 
the pet notion and the idle talk about teaching the people to govern 
themselves, and set to to furnish a practical illustration of how the work of 
governing Was to be done. Sir Ashley Eden could not bear this, The 
natives are not to learn independence or to act independently during his time. 
His knowledge of administration began with India, and it will end with 
India. We cannot therefore expect any greater liberality in India. Look at 
his conduct in respect of the Calcutta Municipality. Because of independent 
spirits like Suréndrandth Banerji and others who will not say ditto to their 
Chairman, Mr. Metcalfe, Sir Ashley Eden has firmly resolved to do away with 
the Corporation. The Mirror says he visited Calcutta for a few days for this 
purpose alone. He has put himself in battle-array against independent 
action on the part of the Municipality for the very same reasons that 
moved him to bar up the heart of the vernacular press, and dam up the 
channels of its independent speech. Government is not acting rightly in 
substituting a harsh for a liberal policy. We are not such blockheads as to 
- yenerate fear. In proportion as this Government practices a generous policy, 
will the nation also be satisfied and attach itself to the ruling power. There 
isno doubt the people will gradually become dissatisfied with Sir Ashley 
Kden’s policy. 

5. The Bharat Mihir says that, when it first heard of Mr. Lethbridge’s 
appointment to be Press Commissioner, the 
— first thought was that if, instead of passing 
Act IX, Lord Lytton had appointed Mr. Lethbridge to look after the news 
papers, the necessity for the Act would have ceased ina year. The newspaper 
press in its inner heart is not maliciously disposed to the Government. The 
-contempt for the Native Press grew during Lord Northbrook’s administra- 
tion. Harshness begets harshness, and distrust begets distrust; and so the 
Native Papers became severe in proportion - to the contempt which the 
Government showed. If the Government had appointed some one like 
Mr. Lethbridge, and given the Native Papers facilities for obtaining informa- 
lon, and had sought to establish a good feeling between itself and the news- 
papers by reposing confidence in them, there would not have been the 
antagonisms there are in India. | 

6. The Faridpur correspondent of the Bhdrat Mihir states that 
several poor persons from the mafussal failed 
; to get their taxes remitted at the last Munici- 
pal meeting. In addition to the general distress and the scarcity of food, 
lo have to pay taxes, and on failure to do so on the appointed day, to have 
one’s brass utensi!s &c., sold, is a great hardship. It would not be so 
stressing, however, if any benefit were derived by the public from the 
payment of this tax. : 

7. The Samdéchara Chandrikd hails with delight the prospect of a 
he pratt Petition for the release of monster petition written in four different 

a languages and signed by Mahdrdjas, Rajas, 
ae Zamindars to be presented to the Lieutenant-Governor for the release of 
© Purg Rdjd, between whose case and that of Navin a comparison, 


The Press Commissioner. 


Taxation by the Municipality. 


Buapat MriutIR, 


August 22nd, 1878. 


BuaRatT MiutrR. 


SAMACHARA 
CHANDEIKa, 


August 23rd, 1878. 
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BHapaT SANSKARAK, 
August 23rd, 1878. 


SaMBAD PuRNA- 
CHUNDRODAYa, 


August 24th, 1878. 


Dacca Praxassz, 
August 26th, 1678. 


though, otherwise, we could not say that he was the murderer, The pu 
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favourable altogether to the former, is made. MVdvin was a compositor atid he 
killed his wife, whereas the Rajé of Purtis a highly honorable man, the gery 
of Jagurndth, and he only took the life of a beggar. The fact that he was 


found guilty, and that he has been punished, compels us to believe in his oy; 


guilt, 
showed great sympathy for Navin; but the Rajd deserves sympathy a rts 
times more, for he is an independent Prince sentenced to transportation for 
life, and now engaged in breaking stones and turning the oil machine, 
Hindus and those who venerate Jagarnath, should join in the petition for the 
Rajd’s release; otherwise, we shall be called ungrateful, and mngt be 
answerable to God for our neglect of duty. a 

8. The Jdém Jahénumd says, it is asubject of universal talk in the tow, 
of Calcutta, that persons without occupation 
or profession, or who have lost what occupa- 
tion or profession they had, are still required to pay the license tax on the 
strength of the occupation or profession they formerly had; whilst in the case 
of shop-keepers, not only are their shops assessed, but they are also Separately 
assessed with respect to their occupation. The writer knows that Gover. 
ment would never order so illegal an imposition. 

9. The passing of the Vernacular Press Act in one day and at 
one sitting, observes the Bhdrat Sanskdrak, 
produced in the minds of the natives two 
fears, Ist, that the English Government had arrived at same dangerous 
crisis the only practicable remedy for which was the stopping of the mouths 
of the natives, and, 2nd, that the English Government had adopted the 
absolute rule of the Moguls and others. The subsequent agitation on the 
subject of the Act served in a great measure to dispel these fears ; and -we are 
thankful to the Governor of Madras for his good wishes, and to the Secretary 
of State for amending some of the obnoxious portions of the Act. We 
build many hopes for the future on the support given to us by Mr. Gladstone 
and others, and the lively interest taken by Parliament in the matter of this 
Act: the discussion brought out the independent thought, the frank and liberal 
nature of the English, and their sympathy for the weak. Although defeated, 
Mr. Gladstone and his party have managed to extract the sting from the 


The License Tax in Calcutta. 


The Press Act. 


~Act; for, if the penal clauses of the Act should at any time be put into force 


against any native newspaper, the matter will be sure to be agitated in Parlia- 
ment. Government officially will not, we think, venture to practice absolutism 
on the Native Papers. The article concludes with approving of the 
contemplated meeting to be held under the auspices of the Indian 
Association, with the object of tendering the thanks of the Indian public 
to Mr. Gladstone and his party. This paper is also glad to learn that a 
standing committee is to be formed in England to keep agitating the 
matter of the Press Act, till the law is repealed. 

10. The Sambad Pirnachandrodaya thought that Sir Ashley Eden came 
down to Calcutta to take measures for the relief 
of the people of Eastern Bengal, who have been 
suffering from the late floods. It is rumoured; 
however, that he came for the purpose of getting rid of the elective municip® 
system here. If he can manage to effect this, it will be conclusive proof 0 
his friendly feeling towards Bengal, and no Bengali will henceforward 
use any water in the morning without first repeating his name. 

11. A correspondent of this paper writing from Hérbhang in Chatia- 

| gong, under date the 17th ultimo, notices the 
pet onehtaats ond Heense-tax and unprincipled character of the panchayel, 9 
observes that, although Government acted wi 


Rumour as to the abolition of the 
elective municipal system. 


ihe noblest motives in entrusting this body of men with the work of making. 
assessments under the License Tax and House Tax Acts, the corruption of the 
members has brought about a result very different from what was anticipated. 
The inhabitants are all poor, and they support themselves by begging ; the hard- 
ships occasioned, therefore, by inequitable assessments may be ¢ -sily conceived. 
The writer hopes that the circle officer will act with discretion and moderation. 

12. The Sadhdrant observes that, when salaries paid in England 
come to be compared with those paid in India, 
it will be found that in no country in the 
world are officials remunerated so highly as here: a High Court Judge receives 
»3 much as the Premier of England. The Lieutenant-Governor gets a 
lakh a year. The highest pay of a Principal of a College in the United 
States 13 Rs. 500, the sum which a Professor of one of our Colleges gets 
when he is first appointed. Again, a native would be immeasurably pleased 
to do the same work as a Sdhib drawing a high salary, on half of what he gets, 
and it is probable he would perform it well. It would perhaps be superfluous 
to say that these large salaries are enjoyed by the ruling class; the few natives 
who receive high pay can be counted on the fingers, and their incomes in no 
ease reach that of the Sdhzbs. It was resolved to give high salaries during 
Mr. Vansittart’s time, to stop Government officials from taking bribes; now 
times are changed; if salaries were reduced, we do not believe the bribe 
system would be reverted to. In this very land, where a Rdmaprasdd Raya 
did not hesitate to put out his right hand (for a bribe), the commonest amlah 
would now despise the thought. Let such salaries be given as will suffice 
to keep one comfortably. What we object to is that large emoluments 
should be drawn by persons who only sign their names. It is the incomes of 
these that ought to be reduced. We shall then be able to make up the 
deficit in the annual budget, and do away with a taxation which, when once 
imposed, it is difficult to get rid of. 

13. The Som Prakdsha thus comments on the new draft Bill en- 
trusted by Sir Ashley Eden to the Maharaja 
Jotindramohan Tagore and the Hon'ble 
Krishto Das Pal, for the purpose of facilitating the collection of rents by 
caminddrs. The Bill fixes the months of Shrdvana, Kartik, Magh, and 
Vuisdkh as those in which the four instalments of rent are to be paid. We 
do not consider this a good provision. ‘The ryots now pay in the months of 
Ashoin, Paus, and Chaztra, and we know that the Ashvin payment is met 
with difficulty. Many are not able to meet this instalment, and from 
these an interest of four annas in the rupee is taken. Since, then, they 
are not able to pay in Ashvim, it is not likely that they will be able to 
do so in Shrdvana; so that this provision of the Bill will place them 
in great difficulty. The prices of articles rise every year in Shravana, 
which is also’the time when the expenses of cultivation must be met; 
and if, in addition to this, the ryots are required to pay their rents, it will be 
imply impossible for them to carry on their cultivation. Other evils also 
are likely to befall the peasant who has happened to incur the displeasure 
of his zaminddr. It is provided that in case of failure to pay the rent on the 
day fixed, the rent due will be held to be in arrears from sunset of that day, 
and interest will be charged at the rate of 12 per cent. If this measure 

‘comes law, it will add insult to injury.. Paus and Magh are the proper 


The high salaries of officials. 


The new Bill of landlord and tenant: 


months for paying the zaminddr’s rent. In our opinion, it would be well if 


payment in 4shoinm were not required. The argument, that the zaminddr is 
obliged to pay an instalment of his revenue in the month of dsharh, and 
that he will not be able to do so unless the tenants pay him, may be dis- 
missed with the remark that he who derives profit must not expect to be free 


SADHARAR!, 
August 25th, 1878. 


Som PRraxkasxH, 
August 26th, 1878. 


from trouble. According to the draft Bill, failure to pay. the rent. Will, make 
it competent for the zaminddr to realize the rent by the sale of the F¥Ot"s ro. 
perty ; thus clearly showing that the object of the proposed legislation js on! 
indirectly to bring ruin upon the poor tenantry ; for there are few peasants i 
‘ India who are able promptly to respond to the zaminddr's demand for rent. 
Again, there is provision made in the Bill for transfer of Occupancy 
tights by sale or mortgage and subsequent registration in the books of th. 
samindar. Excepting that this recognizes a certain pro orietary right on the 
part of the peasant in the land, there 1s no good which is likely to accrue from 
this provision ; a little consideration, however, will show that it must benefit 
the landlord. The ryots' are, as a class, ignorant and without. fore. 
thought. Engrossed with the cares of the present moment, they do not 
bestow a thought on the future. They live from hand to mouth, } 
is, therefore, but natural to suppose that they will, on the slightest neoes. 
sity arising, part with their proprietary rights; and this, depending a 
they do solely on the land for their means of livelihood, would be. the 
greatest calamity that could befall them. A rule, to the effect that they 
should not be competent to make such transfers, would rather be beneficial 
to them. | 
In another section, it is proposed to award to the zamindérs, 
when suing a defaulting tenant compensation to the limit of 25. per 
cent. In all disputes with landlords, it is the tenant who is generally 
defeated, harassed, and impoverished. It will be easy indeed for the 
zemindars to prove that their tenants have by their refusal to pay rent put 
them to loss in various ways. The proposed measure, then, is franght 
with danger to the tenant, and we would respectfully request Sir Ashley Eden 
not to allow the Bill to be passed into law without full consideration. — 
Samacmana, 14. The Sahachara, whilst belauding the Indian Association for the 
August Sth, 3090. step it has taken in convening a public meet- 
ache Press Act and the British Indian ing to thank Mr. Gladstone and his party for 


their support of the appeal against the Press 
Act, seizes the opportunity to rebuke the British Indian Association for its 


silence when the Press Act threatened to deprive the natives of liberty of 
speech, a liberty for which now they must rest dependent on the favor of 
officials. The British Indian Association did not hesitate to go up to the 
Duke of Argyll on the Summary Procedure: do they then approve of the 
Press Act? Wereply, no. Two reasons are given to account for their silence: 
lst, that Mahdrdjé Jotindra Mohan gave his assent to the Act, and 2nd, 
that the Association did not wish to displease Sir Ashley Eden. The few 
members who conduct the affairs of the Association are not only the Liev- 
tenant-Governor’s acquaintances, but his friends and favorites ; and they did 
not wish to attack his favorite Press Act. We do not blame the Maharaa; 
we would rather praise him for acting according to his judgment. Still, we 
maintain that he fell into an error, inasmuch as he did not attempt to guard 
the interests of his fellow countrymen. There is, no doubt, much benefit t 
be derived from being a favorite of the head of the administration; but 
cannot friendship be shown by upholding the interest of one’s own counlry 
at the same time? Althougk the old kindly feelings no longer exist. between 
Mr. Eden and Bengal, yet we are ever ready to show our approval of the 
many good things “ has done. We blame where there is fault, and W° 


show friendship to friends. We do not believe that Mr. Eden asked the 
chief members of the British Indian Association to forget their county: 
for Raja Digambar Mitra and others would not have supported hia. We 
know not the real cause; we have only mentioned that which is rumouret: 
One fact, however, remains, and that is the silence of an Association wil 
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sims to be the representative of the oountry. This is a claim which has 
too readily admitted hitherto. We do not wish to give up the 
ation ; but if it perseveres in its present line of policy, it will have to 
nome down from its lofty position, ) Be ae 9 
15. The Sahachara, in noticing Sir Ashley Eden’s Resolution.on the 
he Bengal Police, Dengal Police, speaks of him as the friend of 
Resolution on t gee. Sones : 
snd Sir Ashley Eden's conduct in the the personal.liberty of the subject. We, how- 
press Act contrasted. ever, cannot refrain from putting bim a ques- 
ion, although we know it is out of place :—Why is an individual like him, 
who is such @ friend of personal liberty, the enemy of mental independence P 
ge Ashley Eden objects to a reputed badmdish (a bad character) being 
ent to dail on the ground that he may hereafter commit a crime ; yet is not 
the Press Act based on the same principle as that which Mr. Eden con- 
demns in the conduct of the police? The Court will punish a crime; but the 
same person must not be judge, investigator, and accuser. The Lieutenant- 
- Governor has spoken out aloud, and very rightly, as to badmdéishes ; why then 
ig the same right denied to the badmazshes of the Press? . Is there not an 
meonsistency here? We wish to ask Sir Ashley Eden whether the editors 
of the vernacular papers would be tried by a duly constituted Court if they 
entered their names in the books as badmdishes? We our brethren are 
ready to do this to-morrow. But the very person who is crying aloud that 
ignorant men and bad characters should not be punished without a fault 
or 3 trial, denies this same right to the educated people of this country, and 
to those who make known the opinions of all classes ! ! ! oe ; 
16. Referring to the liquidation in May 1879 of the 54 per cent. loan 
of 1859 by a transfer loan of 43 per cent., the 
Sdmdachara Chandriké likens the operation 
to that of filling up one tank and digging 
another. ‘The Government of India is making its blanket heavier. As the 
transfer loan of 1879 will be for double the amount of the one it is to 
supersede, Government will thus be increasing its debt every decade. Let 
it work carefully, else there will most likely be trouble. The custom of 
borrowing was formerly unknown in our country; the English have taught 
us to borrow. Money can now be had on a note of hand, whereas formerly 
. there was no borrowing without a deposit of jewellery. We are imitating 
the English and getting entangled in the meshes of debt. 
17. The Sambad Purnachandrodaya urges on Government the necessity 
ae of improving the status of Civil Court amins 
sevent Claet of mine ne status of the by attaching higher salaries to the office, and 
making men of the Munssf class alone eligi- 
ble. mins have very important duties to perform, and many a weighty and 
complicated question is settled on their reports. Government does not contri- 
bute a pice towards their remuneration. They are* paid down to their dieting 
fxpenses by the parties in the case. The Judges are often too busy to 
conduct local investigations in person; and where poor suitors are unable 
© meet the cost of an amén, the case is disposed of without the needful local 


‘quiry. Apart from this, the public has no confidence in the present class 
oLaming asabody. _ 


The 44 percent. transfer loan of 
1879. 3 


18. The Bardwdn Sanjivani, in giving Mr. Tobin, the Joint-Magis- Bszvwas Saxsrvasr, 


The ahve question trate, every credit for being a worthy and 
wt allow: painstaking officer, expresses its regret at his 
7 Owing any one, except vakels, muktidrs, and amlas, to enter his Court 

| : oes on. The darwadn orders every person, without distinction, to leave 

a behind. We alluded to this subject once before without success. 
lieve Mr. Tobin has not reflected that it is the greatest degradation 
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for'a respectable man to have to take off his shoes before entering’ a pony 
justice ; pee one is allowed to go into the J udge’s and Mapictrate’s on 
here with his shoes on. We trust Mr. Tobin will cancel this. disgracety) 
order, and save his good name and reputation. ant ewe. 
‘Barpwan Sanstvamt, 19. After quoting that portion of the Queen’s speech which refers to 
Angast 27th, 1878. ie the Indian Contingent, this paper remarks 
| a ee that such notice from the Sovereign, and the 
uttering of such loving words from the lips of India’s Empress, are like the 
pouring of water on the scorched heart or like life breathed into 4 -deas 
body. They have made our saddened hearts, leap with joy. These Words, 
even if they had not been new, would still have enlivened us with hope in 
such unfortunate times. She has clearly come to know that we are loyal 
We have now no more fears at the thousand attempts to injure us made by 
the little minds that do not like to see us prosper. May God grant long life 
to our Empress who seeks the welfare of her subjects. 
Sampap Prasmaxag, 20. The Sambdd Prabhdkara disapproves of the severity of tone adopted 
August 37th, 1878. by Mr. O’Donnell in his speech in. Paria. 
- ment on the subject of the Press Act. We 
do not desire to see Lord Lytton held up to reproach in the civilized 
world; for neither he nor Sir Ashley Eden, nor any of the others, is ou 
enemy. These men made a mistake and committed an injustice through 
ignorance. We would like the Act to be repealed; but we do not want these 
men to be reproached. Sir George Campbell on the eve of his departure 
gave the Bengalis much trouble; still they will long feel grateful to him, 
because he always showed himself generously disposed on the subject of 
the freedom of the Native Press. It was through him that we came to 
know the secret opinions of our rulers. , 
Bisnwa Dot, 21. The Bishwa Duta thinks that there would be no lack of military 
a 7 talent amongst natives, if Government only 
share’ to be given to gave it encouragement by. appointing natives 
to military commands. Such encouragement 
would increase their loyalty and attachment to the British Government, and 
it would lead to a considerable reduction of expenditure. 


EDUCATION. 
ow toss = 2. The Som Prakdsha observes, with regret, that the scheme for the 
ce introduction of grades among the subordinate 
officers of the Education Department, which 
has received the sanction of the Government 

of India and the Secretary of State, is but another illustration of the 
fact that those who are well off in life have more given to them, 
while the really needy are passed over. The late Mr. Atkinson proposed 
Rs. 15 for the lowest grade: Mr. Croft, the present Director of Public 
Instruction, atthe instanc® of the Lieutenant-Governor, made Rs. 380 tie 
lowest limit which should entitle a teacher to the benefit of the scheme. 
Lord Lytton, however, on what grounds it is not known, raised the 
sum to Rs. 50. This has had the effect of excluding a hardworked class 

of men, possessed of slender means, from a privilege they were most in 0 
of, at a time, too, when every thing is dear. The Viceroy is besought to 
reconsider the matter; the more so as Sir Ashley Eden and Mr. Croft fix 
the limit at Rs. 30, with the full knowledge of the state and wants of the 
: Education Department. oe 
Scineinen, 23. The Bhdrat Sanskdrak feels certain that the agitation ™ 
ee | Bengali society on the subject of Mr. Sag 
| proposal will ultimately prove beneficial. + 
put an abrupt stop to married candidates appearing at the Entrance Exam 


Parliament and the Press Act. 


The recently graded subordinate 
teachers of the Education Depertment. 


Ce} 


nation will injure poor lads who marry, not of their own will, but to please.their 


rents, and who ought not, therefore, to be made to suffer. A plan like 
the following may be tried: Let separate lists of married students be made 
out, and let none of these although they may pass the examination, receive 
he money scholarship ; or let them at least forfeit some portion of the award to 
which they would otherwise have been entitled. This will instil fear into 
both pupils and parents. Again, the very rich and the very poor do not care 
fur University honors ; a little education just to go on with, suffices for them. 
It is the lads belonging to the middle classes that will be the sufferers ; their 
srents are poor, and they get them married early into well-to-do families with 
the view to bring a good education within their reach. 


94, The Bardwan — — that, as before, the examiners 

| : he junior Selected for conducting the junior and inter- 
ee oe oannlp tania: mediate scholarship pn a de of the West- 
_ ern division this year, will consist, for the 
most part, of teachers of the English schools. The writer would recommend 
that, with a view to encourage the head-masters of the English aided schools, 
an equal number of examiners should be chosen from this class. This 
would be better than having clerks and doctors to do the work. 


95. The Sambdd Prabhdkara is of opinion that the taking of a fee 
of only Rs. 2 for the admission of out-students 
to the examination for titles for proficiency in 
Sanskrita, will neither induce young men to come forward nor tend to the 
encouragement of the study of that well-nigh extinct language. Govern- 
ment should do something more than offer empty titles, if it wishes to 
resuscitate Sanstri¢a literature. This literature suffered seriously at the 
hands of the Muhammadans, who -destroyed Sanskrita works by hundreds. 
The English Government has supplied many of our wants: it ought also 
now to bring our almost lifeless Sanskrita to life again. The Kditor approves 
of the suggestion made by Pandita Maheshchandra Nydyaraina, Principal 
of rw Sanskrita College, that money prizes should be given to successful 
students. . : 


Resuscitation of Sanskrita. 


FAMINE. 


26. The Rangpur correspondent of the Hindu Ranjikd says, that the 
people are suffering from scarcity of food, and 
that tidings have been received of the death 
of some from starvation. Heavy rains in some places, drought in others, 
and floods in others, have contributed to destroy the ashu paddy. The state of 
the hémanfa crop is very bad. North-Eastern Bengal, which has hitherto 
produced an unlimited supply of grain, is the first to be visited with famine. 


27. The Furidpur correspondent of the Bharat Mchir reports that rice 
State of Faridpur and of the 1s Selling at eight seers, and that there are no 1m- 
wnas there. portations. Two or three burglaries are reported 
every nicht. Four persons were some time ago caught in the act of stealing rice. 
eggars are on the increase, consisting not only of the usual Vaishnavas, and 
the blind and sick, but of householders; the Bauwnas, a race whose occupation 
8 working on roads and excavating tanks, are in great distress. The Magis- 
‘rate should find some work for them. 


28. The Tangdil correspondent of this paper writes, that the ashe 
State of Téngail paddy has suffered much from the water, 
a though the aman has benefited; the water is 
falling and there is no rain; beggars are increasing ; rice is selling now at 

seers caichd weight. 
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29. The Pratskdra expresses great satisfaction at a recent decision of th. 
Mr. Kirkwood applauded for his Joint-Magistrate Mr. Kirkwood, who, when " 
kindness to a starving woman. native woman was brought up for Stealing 4 
brass Jotah, not only released her because she pleaded hunger, but directs 
Réjivlochana Bdbu, the Dewan or Minister of the Maharani, to see to her 
being cared for till food became cheaper. The editor remarks that most of 
the thefts that take place are tc be attributed to want of food, and thes 
thefts will increase if the price of food-grains does not soon fall. 
30. The Mymensingh correspondent of the Brshwa Dita says thy 
the condition of the people here can beg 
be imagined from the fact of rice gellino 
in the town at eight or nine seers, and, in many places in the mafusgg) 
at five or six seers for the rupee. The distress arising from scarcity of food 
will not be allayed so long as the jute cultivation is extensive. : 
81.. The month of Bhddro is the time when the aus crop is specially 
abundant, and when there is a_plentifyl 
supply of rice; but half this month has 
gone, and rice is becoming steadily dearer. The people have no hope 
that there will be any more crop. Their eyes are turned to their rulers ip 
the hope that something will be done. Exportation should be stopped for 
a while, otherwise the country will never recover itself. | 
32. The Behar Bandhu, after enumerating the several influences 
that, in his opinion, contribute to produce 
| famine in this country, says that famine cannot 
be got rid of by the exertions of Government alone. The zamindars mut 
put their shoulders to the wheel. 


High price of rice in Mymensingh. 


Rice becoming steadily dearer. 


Duty of zemindars. 


LOCAL. 


83. The Bhdrdt Mihir, in its local columns, complains of the bad 
Complaints against the Mymensingh State of the roads and drains in Mymensingh. 
municipality. The people have no confidence in the Mun- 
cipality of the place. The present Vice-Chairman is a person whom all 
can trust ; but he is unable to do anything for want of funds. Since the 
rates of taxation are not so great here as in other places, it would be well 
to repairthe roads and drains by having recourse to some kind of 
temporary taxation. 
34. The Zadngail correspondent of this paper observes that the 
_ Complaints respecting the impound- chaukidars seize all cattle found on the 
ing of cattle in Tangéil municipal road passing through the village, 
and place them in the pound. This is represented as adding to the distress 
of the people. 
35. The Dacea Prakdsha is gratified to learn that the Commissionet 
ins tn alla ha eile ies of the Division has asked Government 1 
healthy state of Dacea is to be attri: appoint an officer to attend to the sanitation 
“me of the town and to inspect the privies. The 
writer would advise the appointment of a Commission for this purpose, and 
observes that the following are generally considered to be the causes of the 
unhealthiness of Dacca:—First, the jangle and marshes on the north of the 
town. When the wind blows from the north-west, the unwholesome vapours 
generated here are brought to the city. The Zengdr jangles ought to be seen 1. 
Second, the free use of the impure water of the Buriganga, third, nattow 
streets and closely packed dwellings; fourth, increase of population: 
fifth, the extensive consumption by the people of rotten fish, flesh, and fruit; 
steth, the abundance of old and close well privies, which have no outlet for 
their contents and generate noxious gases, and the lanes reeking with filth 


and decomposing matter. These are never cleaned in consequence of the 
Municipal Committee neglecting to inspect them. 


Oe er 


( il ) 


36, A correspondent writes to the Som Prakdsha complaining of the 
" ‘ misuse of the surplus funds of the Panihdti re 
the Pamhétt Municipality, available after paying the police. 
An overseer, sarkdér, and some coolies are 
engaged to do the work of this important village, and yet the roads, &c., are 
‘na very bad condition. ‘Through want of attention to the drainage, the a 
water collects and stagnates to the detriment of the property and health — 
of the residents. Neither the Magistrate, nor the police, nor the Munici- 4 
pality will see this. ‘The one ferry-fund road which is in existence, has 
had no repairs done to it fcr the past ten years. The catchd road, a small 
portion only of which was made paccd last year, which runs west, from 
Barrackpore to the Panthdtt bazar, has been closed on account of accidents 
that happened to carriages and carts passing over it; so that the route for 
conveyances lies now through this village, which has become like a river 
during these rains. The other members of the municipality look after the 
improvement of their own villages to the neglect of this. A rule should be 
made that the wants of the place which supplies the surplus funds should 
first be attended to, and then other places may be attended to. As itis, we 
do not get even half the income of the ferry-fund here, amounting to about 
Rs. 11 or 1,200 per annum; the money is placed with the Serampore 
Magistrate, and expended by him as he chooses. The District Magistrate is 
entreated to look into the matter. @ 
87. The Gyd correspondent of the Som Prakdsha writes of the very Sow Peaxacn. =a 
deplorable condition of the peasant population a 
of Gya, whose only resource is unremitting 
toil. They can scarcely secure a sufficient 
livelihood for themselves, having sometimes to go without food or to content 
themselves with pot-herbs. They merely get a portion of the produce of the 
land which they till, and are entirely at the mercy of the zaminddr, whose 
abwabs they are obliged to meet whenever Government imposes a fresh tax. 
The laborers are another wretchedly paid lot, receiving 5 or 6 pice a day, with 
which they are expected to support their families; and it must be mentioned 
here, that in Gyd there are 80 such pice to the rupee. The majority of the — 
poor in this district are blind, deaf, and otherwise afflicted with disease. The 
drought this year has caused a scarcity in grain, and many peasants have not 
been able even to sow their fields. Last year the crops were not good, and 
articles became dear; if the same happens this year, there will be endless 
distress. The following is a comparative list of the prices of the different 
kinds of rice and grain, during the last and present years :— 


Complaint against 
uunicrpality. 


Deplorable state of the peasant 
sailatien of Gy. 


88. The Bardwdn Sanjtvant in its local columns complains of the p,sowan Samsrvant, 


Rate per rupee Rate per rupee og 
last. year. present year. 4 
Srs. Srs. 
Fine rice is .. Ll4to 144 7 to 7% 
Coarse rice __. a 9 to 10 
Wheat co ... 19 to 20 1l to 114 
Peas bs a aoe 10 to ll 
Mung-dal a als 13 8 
Tikri ne a 24 12 
Gram we pas, 3B te 1) 11 to 114 
Parley ae ... 15 to 163 7 to 8 


Complaints about the Damodar f ferry contractor of the Kdshtagold ghat August 27h, 1978. 
nthe Makdjantoli road. charging four pice for crossing the Damodar 
‘vet on days when there is a great flood, the regulated charge being only 
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one pice. The Magistrate is asked to test the truth of this charge by tie. 
pectedly visitirig the place on the day of a flood. Complaints, too, have bee, 


made by correspondents about the inconvenience and trouble which passenger, 


suffer in crossing the river and the (/chhandla canal, especially in th. 
present rainy season. These people contribute to the Road Cess Fund, the 
managers of which should look into the matter. A complaint is also made 
about bad kankar (gravel) being used in metalling the Mahdjantol;j road 
and it is asked who will be responsible for such waste of public money. 
39. An anonymous: correspondent of this paper attributes the great 
Complaints against the Munsit of falling off in the number of suits in Catué, 
Catwi. which is the principal chauke in the district of 
Bardwan, to the circumstance of witnesses being required by the Mansi 
to come back and give their evidence three and four times over in each case, 
to their great inconvenience. If the Munssf Babu exerted himself by 
a little, many suits could be decided. It is also said that, whereas the rule js 
to return any surplus money deposited for the dieting and expenses of 
witnesses without any stamp fee, the present Munsif directs it to be retained 
for Government; and if in any instance he does out of compassion retum 
any surplus, he requires a court fee to be given in proportion to the claim. 
40. The Jamdipore correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjtvani writes 
saying that fever and cholera are raging with 
great virulence in the place. The price of 
edibles has not fallen at all. | 
41. After giving an account of the darbdr lately held to present the 
Rant Swarnamayi with the Order of C.1.E., the Sanbdd Prabhakara observes, 
that this mark of Her Majesty’s pleasure towards the dnt has pleased every 
one in India: the only thing left to make the matter complete is to grant 
her the honor of a salute. Haya Rajivalochana, Rayo Bahadur, to whose 
exertions, labours, and sound advice, the dnt owes all the renown she has 
acquired, should be made a Rajd Bahddur, and get the Order of the “ Crown 
of India.” 
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